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Understanding Saturn Transits

For centuries Saturn has been identified with
misfortune and hard times. Most modern astrologers
have a more benign atfitude, but a general
apprehension remains. Its cycle is nearly thirty years, it
completes its first trip around the zodiac around the
age of thirty and its second just before the age of sixty,
marking the beginnings of middle and old age. Saturn
usually bears a message of aging that we aren't eager
to receive.

Traditionally, the image of Saturn has been the Grim
Reaper: a skeleton with a long blade mowing a field of
wheat. In the popular mind this image is synonymous
with death, but in astrology there is no symbol for death
since everything in the solar system is cyclical and every
deathis arebirth, a phase in a cycle. This is why the
skeleton holds a scythe, it represents reaping the
harvest. Today, "harvest" means simply gathering in
crops and we miss the power of the metaphor. In reality,
harvesting is an involved process that begins with
cutting and gathering the crop, and then proceeds to
separating the straw from the wheat and the chaff
from the grain. For thousands of years this was done by
threshing, or beating the plant with flails to shake the
grain loose. The result was then often cleaned by
winnowing— throwing it all into the air and letting the
wind carry away the chaff while the heavier grain
settled fo the ground. Then the grain still needed to be
milled and ground into flour to be used.

This entire harvesting process is the image of a Saturn
transit. This is what Saturn does; it stresses an area of life,
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like thrashing wheat until the chaff falls away and you
are left with the grain. The chaff represents all of the old
habits and old conceptions that don't fit your reality
any longer. Saturn provides the means for testing and
discarding the old, and what survives is the grain of
experience that is carried on info a new cycle. A
modern image of the grim reaper is a harvesting
machine; a huge combine rolling across a field as it
cuts and threshes wheat. Not only is this image less lurid
than a grinning skeleton, but you don't have to identify
yourself with the crop. Instead of standing in the way of
the machine, you can drive if, or follow behind
collecting the harvest.

This is the key to a modern, more productive
approach to Saturn. It doesn't eliminate hard times from
your life but it allows you to prepare for them and
potentially minimize their effect. Perhaps even more
important, it provides the means of extending the good
times, a way for carrying insights and inspirations from
one period of your life intfo another. Rather then ride a
perpetual roller-coaster of good and bad fortune, you
extend the benefits of the peak times to carry you
across the valleys. Immediately within the orbit of Saturn
is the orbit of Jupiter; when Jupiter provides a
spontaneous insight, Saturn provides the means to build
a vessel to hold that inspiration.

This is not secret or esoteric wisdom, it is the normal
way organisms function on this planet. We all use the

Introduction

principle of Saturn, with or without astrology. Its simplest
form is a conditioned reflex, like Pavlov's dogs. A more
sophisticated form is learned behavior, like the skill-set
of an artist or artisan. Jupiter provides a reward and
Saturn responds fo it by forming habits. We all form
good habits and bad habits, but we can't always
control them because we are not always aware of
when we are forming them. This is where timing can be
helpful, along with a little self-awareness. Astrology
excels at honing our sense of timing.

As Saturn moves around the zodiac it passes over
every area in a chart. All these areas are facets of your
self. Each point defines a unique cycle and each cycle,
in turn, has a peak and a valley of its own. Saturn may
be conjunct your Sun, at the peak of your Sun-Saturn
cycle, while it is opposite your Jupiter. Usually you would
look at one, or maybe two, cycles at any given time
and not all of them. The objective is to identify trends
and directions that are normally lost in the flood of
events that make up daily living. The key to doing this is
to focus and direct your attention only to cycles of
particular interest at the moment.

When Saturn transits an area, that area is in flux, it is
under construction and it is far easier to make changes
then than it will be later. Saturn is a tool, a lever, and
you have more leverage at the point Saturn is fransiting
than at any other point in your chart.

The Four Phases of a Cycle

L d Conjunction - First Quarter
@ Conjunctions mark a time when the ball is
| o . - .
in your court and your interests will often

d prevail. You have something new to
contribute or discover in the area indicated by the
point being transited. Your will is most effective during
these fimes and it is possible to effect changes that
have long range results. Here is where you make your
plan.

ot O Waxing Square - Second Quarter
0 0 The waxing square, between the
conjunction and opposition, is a period of
o initial resistance when the weaknesses of
your plan are revealed. Modifications and adaptations
will be needed and there is always a danger of going
off course and losing sight of the ultimate goal.

ot ® Opposition - Third Quarter
0 0 The goal is realized, successfully or not, and
your message has been delivered. Your
d creation has been born and it is no longer
under your control. Power now is with your opposition,
and if you find yourself at odds with authority you are
not likely to prevail.

ot O Waning Square - Fourth Quarter

DOD The waning square, between the
opposition and conjunction, is a period to

d learn and reap the benefits of experience.
It begins a period that could be difficult and
directionless; any feelings of dissatisfaction that arise
are forerunners of the new direction that you are
beginning to look to.

Matrix Software - 6212 NW 43rd Street, Suite B - Gainesville, FL 32653 - (352) 373-1504

Page 2



- - h-M hH-As
- -@ h-% h-% H-¥ h-R
Age H-h th %-O H-D H-¥ k-9 *|
1967 _ | _ |
o | 1968 | ol _ _ _ _
S 3 -0 _
© | 1969 || O 2| 22| _ |
1970 || 92 PO _—cf’ 3 | .,
03 | —oy |
1971 _ _ | _
04 g O Q |
1972 = _ | |k .
1973 || 9 | DNoe |
06 |
o 1974 _ | _
07 |
S | 1975 - | _ m_
4 B _
1976 _ = N
1977 || %° oo Nos| |
=t || —gD
1978 || 10 N "> | |
3 | | [
1979 | 1 ° || _
1980 || *2 S | m—_—
W || L |
1081 || 13 < _ | |
1982 || " | sol | _ |
1983 || 21 gg_ sl |
16 =7 ~g Ly
s | 1984 _ Las|Nog| oy
Q 17 D)) N
Q| 1985 | =R _
1986 | ' | | | Lae |
h ’ o Oy |
1987 | _ N2
| —Ow
1988 || 20 | _ | )
1989 || 21 _ _ | _
22 |
1990 el | _
1991 || % ~|~oo| e |
X oo |
1992 || % 5 [==r .
2oy _
o | 1993 || 25 || _
3 LD
o 26 |
1994 _ | L
1995 | #7 | '/:Zi ]
1996 || %




Age H-%H th ®-O0 %-D ®-¥ k-9 k-d H-% RK-¥ H-¥ K-B hH-m h-A

1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004

2005 |
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026

0661

,/oog,
~P 80
&P Y

— Y

oy
\Dw—
oY |

—ae

000¢

—ay Oovy
1 1 ~ow

|~ OY

o
—g9
Noe

—o ]

= 8|

oY

0TOo¢

—ae o
aw

oW

oy | ow
—ov

ow

0¢0¢

P9
e
L Q

— P
—PH |
K




Age H-%H th ®-O0 %-D ®-¥ k-9 k-d H-% RK-¥ H-¥ K-B hH-m h-A

2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032
2033
2034

2035 |
2036
2037
2038
2039
2040
2041
2042
2043
2044
2045
2046
2047
2048
2049
2050
2051
2052
2053
2054
2055
2056

7k°ooi

0¢0¢

LY
Ho Y
LY

L oy|—e8|
[} DD, L
0

—0¢
—o¢
IN=F

— O

oo
00|
oo —Og

| | =
92 oy |

0€0¢

—ov

I el

oy

1=-gON
g O
Noo||  |Fo¥|
— gy
,———DD, dg,
— O
INED

—ag ¥

0]40r4

—oOe
—O¢
Noe

ka,

oo|| —og|

Il —ov

0S0¢

=P Q

— Y




